
Instructions for Reading the First Reading at a Funeral 

General: 

• All readings are “proclaimed” from the Ambo which is the marble lectern on the left side of the 
sanctuary when facing the altar (Mary’s portrait and tabernacle are also on left side).   

• A copy of your reading (and all the readings) will be in a binder on the ambo you do not need to 
carry your "practice copy'' to the Ambo with you. 

• Sit at the end of the pew in order to get out easily when it is time for your reading.  
• When walking to the Ambo, walk slowly down the nearest aisle and stop at the last pew to bow 

in front of the Altar table. Turn left and continue to walk on the carpet around the sanctuary.   
• Remain on the carpet until you reach the side of the Ambo and then step up on to the marble 

floor (right behind Ambo).  Remove your mask. 
• Adjust the microphone to be level with your mouth, about 6 inches away.  
• You can use your normal speaking voice-the microphone is very sensitive.  Speak slowly and 

clearly– if you hear "popping'' sound when speaking into the microphone, back away 2 or 3 
inches.   

The First Reading 

• After the family entrance procession, the priest will stand behind the Altar and begin the Mass 
with the Opening Prayer.  

• Following the Opening Prayer, all in attendance will sit down and this is your cue that it is time 
for the first reading.  The priest will also sit in his chair and may invite the reader of the first 
reading to come forward to read.  

• Proceed to the Ambo, remaining on carpet, as described above.   
• Begin with “A Reading from the Book of….” at the top of the page. When finished, wait for 3 

seconds before slowly saying “The Word of the Lord”.  
• Please turn the page with your reading so the second reading is visible.  
• Remain standing at the Ambo for a few seconds and carefully step down on the carpet.   
• Walk back to your pew on carpet in the same path. You do not need to bow. Please do not walk 

across the marble flooring. 


